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Mr. Jordan has been teaching since 2019, and has worked with youth and 
families in various capacities for more than 20 years. 

Mr. Jordan says, "I am honored to partner with you to build an enduring 
foundation for our sons to become God's agents to stand and lead in 
changing our world... I have a beautiful, patient wife and together we have 4 
children. In my free time, I enjoy waterfall hunting with my family, playing 
disc golf, and seeking out new and different combinations of chocolate and 
coffee!"

Before becoming a teacher, Mr. Arnold served in the United States Air 
Force and retired after 20 years of service, where he specialized in Avionics 
and Navigation Systems for reconnaissance and special mission aircraft. 

Mr. Arnold says, "Education has always been an important part of my 
journey... After retiring from the Air Force, I felt called to serve in a different 
way and entered the field of education. For the past five years, I have taught 
Engineering and Design in the public school system... I consider it a privilege 
to walk alongside these young men as they grow academically, personally, 
and spiritually.
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The Anvil is written, produced, and 
published by the Iron Academy 
Communications class.

As part of an academic institution, The Anvil is 
dedicated to human work, thought, and ideation. No 
AI was or will be used in research, design, or writing.

Neither The Anvil or Iron Academy are responsible for 
the actions, ideas, or general notions of those who read 
the Bad Advice Column on page fourteen.
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THE ALL-NEW ANVIL
Iron students, parents, and staff: 

the students in the Communications 
class are proud to present this year's 
all-new Anvil. We have several 
changes planned and even already 
implemented, focused on quality, 
relevance, and consistency. 

First, The Anvil has been fully 
reworked to provide consistent, 
engaging articles on school events, 
sports, and culture. Upcoming events, 
along with information on previous 

ones will be highlighted every month. 
The sports section now includes 
interviews with athletes and high-
lights from our sports teams. Coming 
to the newsletter is a look inside the 
hearts and minds of Iron Swordsmen, 
with our content reviews and advice 
column. In addition, Dr. Hahn will be 
writing a monthly "Doctor's Note."

Most importantly, The Anvil is now 
offered both as a printed copy and a 
digital copy. Print copies of The Anvil 

will be available in-school and at 
carline on the first school day of every 
month at no charge. Digital copies 
will be sent out soon afterwards via 
email and on the Iron app. This year, 
our goal at The Anvil is to provide 
helpful, consistent content with 
parents and students in mind every 
month.

Isaac Northington
is the editor in chief 
of The Anvil.



For the Graduating Classes of 2025 and 2026:
• 100% 4-year college/university acceptance rate
• Multiple acceptances into NC State University, 

other UNC system schools (Charlotte, Asheville, 
Wilmington), Appalachian State, Liberty 
University, Campbell University, etc.)

IA Alumni have successfully graduated from:
• NC State University
• Queens University
• Judson College
• Wake Technical Community College
• Tennessee College of Applied Techn.
• American College of the Building Arts 
• Liberty University

COLLEGE
CORNER

MS Soccer vs Oak City (Home)9/03

Cross Country @ CLA9/03

MS Soccer @ Raleigh Christian9/08

Challenge Coin Ceremony9/09

MS Soccer vs Bethesda (Home)9/11

MS Soccer @ Southside9/18

Mystery Field Trip 9/17

Cross Country @ Fletcher9/17

Cross Country @ Haw River9/24

MS Soccer @ Fletcher9/24

Accountability Day9/25

Iowa
Testing 
Grades
6-9

IA  NPR
Average
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KICKING OFF
FALL SPORTS Julian Negron

is the sports correspondenent  
at The Anvil.

Tucker Root
10th grader, Iron Academy

“I’m excited for the 
opportunity and 
privilege to run this 
year.”

Caleb Lindstrom
8th grader, Iron Academy

“I love soccer, I always 
have, it’s just fun!”

It’s the beginning of the school 
year, meaning that sports begin 
anew! This Fall we have soccer and 
cross country as our staple sports. 
This sporting season is short, so 
enjoy it while you can! Let’s kick 
things off with the Soccer team. 
Coach (Mr.) Anderson is coaching 
this year and is prepared to lead 
these young men to victory. Practice 
is held down at Laurel Hills Park, pre-
paring them for the ten games they 
will be playing through October. Last 
year, our high school and middle 
school teams packed a punch and 
were able to bring home many wins. 
While we do not have a varsity team, 
we have a tenacious middle school 

team ready to step up when the time 
comes.  We are excited for what 
soccer will bring us in the future! 

On the other end of sports this 
season is cross country.  Coach 
Mitchell will be coaching this season 
for cross country, with Mr. Lapinskes 
accompanying some practices. Mr. 
Lapinskes is actually a returning 
runner of Iron Academy, so he will 
be helping the team by imparting his 
running wisdom. Practice is largely 
held at school, but the team is no 
stranger to practicing in different 
locations. This year, cross country 
has eight meets that will be held 
until October as well. Last year, the 
Cross Country team ran well, with 
many of our runners making state 
champion. The cross country team 
has a long road ahead of them, but 
their determination is unyielding!

Throughout this fall season and 
the additional sports to come, our 
athletes will grow stronger. Not only 
in physical strength, but in mental 
and spiritual fortitude. It’s 
important for our athletes to 

remember their conduct, and to 
glorify God in their actions. I trust 
the Iron Academy young men to 
uphold this duty and have fun while 
doing it. Let’s kick off this school 
year well!



• Favorite food: Ribs
• Favorite hobby: Hunting
• Fun fact: Likes to eat
• Wants to train hunting 

dogs after high school
• Previously attended Neuse 

Christian

• Favorite food: Pizza
• Favorite hobby: Basketball
• Fun fact: Speaks spanish
• Wants to attend college 

after high school
• Previously attended Stough 

Elementary

• Favorite food: Hot dogs
• Favorite hobby: Soccer
• Fun fact: Can count to ten 

in spanish
• Wants to be a pastor or a 

lawyer after high school

• Favorite food: Crab
• Favorite hobby: Video 

games
• Fun fact: Born in a snow-

storm
• Wants to play baseball for 

NC State
• Previously attended York 

Elementary

BANKS
RUNKLE

JACKSON
HICKS

LENNON
MITCHELL

AXEL
LEANHARDT

Miles Lipsey
is the culture 
editor at The Anvil.

Every year, Iron Academy receives 
a crop of new sixth graders, ready to 
be forged into men. The sixth grade is 
the youngest grade at Iron Academy. 
Fresh out of Crucible Camp, they are 
thrust into an unfamiliar setting 
from an elementary school and their 
existing friend groups into a school 
with burpees and real responsibility, 

with peers they don't know. The sixth 
grade at Iron is easily one of the most 
difficult grades to be in at Iron, with 
the supposed requirement to prove 
yourself to your peers, other 
students, and staff. Sixth grade can 
either be the "problem grade" or set a 
real example for this school, and this 
year, I think this is one of the best 

sixth grades we have had. The change 
from a non-Biblically focused school 
to Iron Academy is one of the hardest 
things a sixth grader can experience, 
and I can say they are executing it 
with excellence.  

MEET THE 
SIXTH GRADERS

5 · NEWS AND EVENTS



• Favorite food: Bacon with 
bacon bits

• Favorite hobby: Capture 
the Flag

• Fun fact: Seth can climb 
better than a monkey

• Wants to attend college 
after high school

SETH
INGALLS

• Favorite food: Salad with 
vinegrette dressing

• Favorite hobby: Tennis
• Fun fact: Never broken a 

bone
• Goals after high school: 

find a wife
• Previously attended HLA

AIDAN
TAYLOR

• Favorite food: 
Cheeseburgers

• Favorite hobby: Baseball
• Fun fact: Good at 

wakeboarding
• Wants to attend college 

after high school
• Previously attended Green 

Hope Elementary

• Favorite food: Burger King 
chicken sandwiches

• Favorite hobby: Soccer
• Fun fact: Immune to poi-

son ivy
• Wants to play professional  

soccer
• Previously was 

homeschooled

• Favorite food: Ketchup
• Favorite hobby: Playing 

video games or outside 
games

• Fun fact: 30% Viking
• Wants to get a Master's in 

architectural engineering 
from NC State

• Favorite food: Chicken 
parmesan

• Favorite hobby: Sports and 
video games

• Fun fact: Patton plays 
football, basketball, and 
baseball

• Wants to be an NFL player 
or engineer

• Previously attended Neuse 
Christian 

• Favorite food: Pie
• Favorite hobby: "cars"
• Blake wants to be a car me-

chanic after high school

• Favorite food: Pizza
• Favorite hobby: Shooting 

guns
• Fun fact: Enjoys every 

sport
• Wants to attend college 

after high school
• Previously attended Carver 

Elementary

SAMUEL
NORRIS

CALEB
GRAHAM

LEE
ROULHAC

PATTON
CATO

BLAKE
BELL

EVAN
LINDSTROM
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Galen Burbridge
is the events
editor at The Anvil.
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more for survival. During the week, 
the students get a lot of time to 
connect with fellow students and 
teachers and get to know them much 
better. It is a great time to connect 
deeper with others and use teamwork 
to do rough tasks. There is also a lot of 
free time to just hang out with people 
and get to know them on a deeper 
level.

On the final day, students must use 
a compass and a topographical map to 
calculate the direction and distance for 
a long hike. They must trek through 
the forest and up a mountain while 
keeping on track with their fellow 

students. There is an amazing view on 
the top of Black Mountain overlooking 
the camp and surrounding area. Then 
students will hike back down using a 
path that leads straight into the camp. 
The path is a few miles on a mountain 
in both directions. This is a great 
exercise for training endurance, 
teamwork, map reading, and compass 
skills. On the final night, students go to 
a secluded spot alone and make a 
structure only with what is around and 
some basic supplies without any help. 
It is a great test of what the swordsmen 
have learned over the week and tests 
students' grit and resourcefulness. 

Forging Camp may be very rough, but 
it is rewarding to be able to overcome 
the many challenges of life. 

All in all, Crucible Camp and 
Forging Camp are a big part of Iron 
Academy culture. Every student 
remembers when they carried the rock, 
and the exciting, terrible, and funny 
things that happened to them at camp. 
Iron Academy’s camps are the training 
ground for the real world, a world that 
requires endurance, grit, and perse-
verance that can only be given by God.
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Emily ChuchtaTHE ODYSSEY Realemy had he at Hon
Academy and a contributor.

The Odyssey depicts the conclusion against God's commandments and
to the Trojan War and the many trials justify it? I also thoroughly enjoyed
Odysseus, played by Matt Damon, and the conclusion of the film, where
his soldiers face upon their return Penelope holds fast to the belief that
home. Due to breaking Zeus' Law her husband will return and cast out
(xenia) with the Trojan Horse, the those who have taken advantage of
gods' wrath is turned upon them all, her household. As I sat in the theater,
such that only Odysseus survives this watching Odysseus, disguised as a
perilous journey. For any classical beggar, string his bow and reveal him-
mythology nerds (or Percy Jackson and self, I reveled in Penelope's delight as
the Olympians die-hards), it's a an egregious wrong was set right. She
wonderful depiction of Odysseus' was delighted in seeing her husband
journey home. While we know as reclaim his home, and I couldn't help
Christians that the Greek gods are but note a parallel as I sat in the the-
merely myth, I have always respected ater. There are no Greek gods to pour
how seriously they took their faith. their petty wrath on those that

Christopher Nolan, the displease them. Yet we serve a
director, artfully depicts not only the powerful and loving God who will one
spiritual warfare of Odessyus but also day return to claim His bride, the
the sincere heart change throughout church. We as Christians wait in long-
the film. Odysseus holds himself suffering just as Penelope did for our
accountable for the fall of his men in a Savior to come for His bride. Nolan's
way that is respectable, commendable, Odyssey may be rooted in paganism,
and I personally found convicting. but as a story it can remind us of the
Zeus may not be a real god, but the character of our own true Lord and
actions of Odysseus' men calls to mind Savior.
the many times we as believers go

SOCORE KUCEN

A FILM BY CHRISTOPHER NOLAN

THE ODYSSEY
0 7 . 1 7 . 2 6

SHOT ENTIRELY WITH IMAX FILM CAMERAS
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THE BADADVICE

COLUMN

By Daniel Bamford
How do I get rich quick?

Ephram WilkSophmore, Iron Academy
Money is power within thissociety, but to make money,there must also be sacrifice.Most "experts" will tell you tobuy low, and sell high, but I tell

you, why buy at all? Remember
Robert Kiyosaki, who revealed ina 2022 interview that his wealth
is the result of his $1.2 billion in
debt. Kiyosaki Says," I use debtas money and I don't save cashi
Follow his example, and remem-
ber, money is a construct of
capitalist bourgeoise andpromotes disorder within

Do not measure your success
in money, but rather in the
happiness you have brought tothe collective. Money is power,and therefore power requiressacrifice. Capitalism is an old
and antiquated idea, that needs
to be put out of its misery.Remember, you must spend
money to make money, andtherefore power for power. Give
up your individual self, so that
we can further the whole. Thinkof the state of the world, even inour homes. But two minutes
ago, you asked me how you cantake money and give to yourself.
You think they truly care for
you? They use the common man
to further their own dark
desires. We can help you and set
you free from the chains of
oppression. Repent, I say andturn from this incompetentsystem. Only with your help canwe defeat the capitalist pig-
dogs.


